CHAPTER V

Effect of Heredity and Environment
on the Individual
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What is meant by heredity and by environment? How are
they related? Why are they important to psychology? Is it
possible to study the effects of one independently of the
other? Why is it meaningless to ask: "Which is more im-
portant,, heredity or environment?33 What types of human
behavior are chiefly determined by heredity? What by en-
vironment?

H/ACH OF us enters the world with a certain heredity, the char-
acteristics transmitted to us through our parents' germ plasm,
itself the product of a long line of ancestors. We grow up in cer-
tain environments, our material and social surroundings. Every-
thing we do, as a child or adult, in the last analysis results from
the complex interacting of our heredity and our environment. To
understand and control human behavior we must know some-
thing about the nature and function of each.
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